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a tragedy as those which have been unused**
We need some guiding hand, some controlling
mind, to make us our real selves *

In order to help us to face this ultimate ques-
tion of life, we turn to one of the great prophetic
teachers of the last century. We are about to
commemorate the first centenary of John Ruskin's
birth, and many attempts will be made to estimate
the influence of that noble mind upon the litera-
ture, art, and social progress, of the English-
speaking peoples. There are few whose power
so completely escapes definition. We are all, in
some ways, under his influence, whether we are
aware of it or not. His spirit lives beyond his
books, and works in the minds of many who could-
scarcely name their titles.

The supreme interest of Ruskin was the making
of manhood. "There is no wealth but life: life,
including all its powers of love, of joy, and ad-
miration." cc The great cry which rises from all
our manufacturing cities, louder than the furnace
blast, is all in very deed for this, that we manu-
facture there everything except men. We blanch
cotton, and strengthen steel, and refine sugar, and
shape pottery; but to brighten, to strengthen, to